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EXPERIENCE OF MEDICINE II 

wonderfully relieved from all his distressing symptoms. Later on Dr. D. N.Ray of Calcutta made a 
thorough proving of the drug and recorded his experience in the homeopathic Recorder of 1890, to 
whom we are indebted for our knowledge of this drug to a great extent. It acts better in acute cases 
and in corpulent constitutions. It has saved many cases from threatened suffocation due to excess of 
mucus in bronchi. Oppression of breathing, restlessness, profuse perspiration and aggravation from 
lying down are some of the symptoms. This drug should not be confused with Blatta Americana, 
another drug prepared from the American cockroach, and greatly used in cases of dropsy and 
jaundice". Morrison's Desktop Guide confirms the picture, "an asthma remedy, Blatta may easily be 
confused with Calcarea Carbonica. The patient is often obese but seems strong and robust. Despite 
this apparent vitality the patient suffers with dyspnea and shortness of breath from slight exertion. 
Usually there is great allergy or sensitivity to molds, mildew, or rotting leaves". 

5.   WHAT WE DON'T KNOW: WHAT WE HAVE DISCOVERED: WHAT WE 
CAN CONFIRM 

THIS INSECT: BLATTA ORIEIMTALIS (BLATTA) 
Acknowledgements D Gordon, The Compleat Cockroach. Ten Speed Press Berkeley, 1996. There 
is only one book you need to look at when it comes to cockroaches and this is it. Here are some 
highlights. 

THE BODY 

'Cockroaches wear their skeletons on the outside. This skeleton is made of chitin (pronounced kye-
tin), a durable, polysaccharide "shell" no more than a hundred microns thick, about the width of a 
human hair. It covers the entire body, even the eyes, is jointed to facilitate movement of the limbs 
and is remarkably lightweight. Cockroaches can pull on average more than twenty times their own 
weight. 

The bodies of cockroaches are composed of three segments: head, thorax, and abdomen. In nearly 
all species, the head is wholly concealed by the shieldlike pronotum, a convex plate of chitin that 
is often distinctively patterned or coloured. The posterior end of this plate also covers the points of 
attachment for two pairs of wings. 

Directly below the pronotum are the points of attachment for three pairs of hairy and heavily spined 
legs. At the end of each leg is a foot bearing two large claws, the feet and forelegs also have special 
adhesive pads. 

A cockroach's abdomen typically comprises more than half of its bulk. The softest, most flexible 
part of the body, it is protected by two sets of armour plate; upper ones called tergites, and lower 
ones called sternites. These plates can be used to sex specimens, as females have only seven visible 
sternites when viewed from below, while males have nine. 

HEAD 

Antennae: long tubes consisting of as many as 130 segments, each outfitted with one or several 
receptors for temperature, motion, and scent. 

Eyes: two types-compound eyes, each containing two thousand octagonal lenses, plus (in most 
species) simple eyespots without lenses, designed for detecting light and darkness. 

Mouthparts: mandibles for chewing from side to side, armed with strong chitinous teeth; maxillae 
with tiny bristles for grooming antennae and legs. Finger-like maxillary palps and labial palps prod 
each bite of food, testing its edibility before actual ingestion. 40 
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HOMEOPATHIC PROVING OF BLATTA ORIENTALS (BLATTA) 

THORAX 
Legs: featuring three kinds of connections: a hinge where leg and body meet, a ball-and-socket joint 
attaching the tibia (shin) to the tarsus (foot), and knuckle joints at both "knees" (the junctures of 
the tibia and femur and the trochanter and coxa). 

Ears: called subgenual organs, and located in each knee joint to detect the faintest of airborne sounds-
even the footfalls of other roaches. 

Wings: thick forewings concealing a more delicate, membranous pair of hindwings. 

ABDOMEN 
Spiracles: eight paired openings to the cockroach's tracheae; two additional pairs are situated on the 
thorax. These small holes are arranged in rows on either side of the abdomen, each attached to an 
air tube, through which these animals breathe. 

Cerci: jointed tail prongs with pressure-sensitive hairs that alert the roach of impending danger, 
bypassing the brain to flash warning messages directly to the legs. 

Genitalia: (in males) three talonlike hooks, the longest of which is designed to clamp on to the 
female's abdominal tip - once this connection is made, several smaller hooks are attached, forming an 
unbreakable bond between the two animals; (in females) a slim orifice with internal hitching posts 
for the male's hooks to grab hold. 

THE BODY 

Cuticle (or body wall): made of solid, seamless chitin, and protected by a waterproof veneer of oils 
and wax; keeps body moisture in and dust and disease-carrying organisms out. Cockroach cuticles 
come in an array of colours, from black or chocolate to yellow or bright green. 

RESPIRATION AND CIRCULATION 

A cockroach's heart is contained in the abdominal segment. A thin tube pumps pigmentless blood 
through what is basically an open system, devoid of veins or arteries. This fluid courses through the 
body cavity, bathing internal tissues with nutrients from the digestive system and removing waste 
materials, which are conveyed to the excretory organs. 

REPRODUCTION 
The interior ductwork of male and female cockroaches is similar to our own, in that there is sperm-
producing testes and egg bearing ovaries. Fertilization is internal. 

NERVES 

A cockroach has two pairs of large nerve ganglia, in its head, as well as a single nerve ganglion in its 
tail. These two sensory centres are connected, ultimately, by giant fibers. The components of a neural 
info highway, these giant fibres carry impulses ten times faster than ordinary nerves, they travel the 
length of a roach's nerve cord in around .003 seconds. This arrangement gives cockroaches the ability 
to turn sensory input into action in record time. Experiments have shown that a warning message 
from the cerci could be fastest on the planet 

COCKROACHES IN MEDICINE 
In ancient Greece, physicians routinely mixed cockroach entrails with oil of roses, stuffing this 
unsavory goop into their patients' infected ear canals. 

In the apothecaries of ancient China, dried roaches were prescribed to treat visceral diseases 
and maintain the digestion. Today they are still sold in the heart of San Francisco's Chinatown 
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