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PREFACE. 

EVERY general practitioner is called upon, at times, 
to prepare for an operation in a private home and to 
have the care of the case after the operation is per-
formed. In writing this book, I have had just this 
situation constantly in mind 

The directions for treating post-operative complica-
tions as given in our books on general and operative 
surgery, and as taught in most of our colleges, are so 
meagre and scattered, it seems to me there is need of 
a special book on this subject, one that enters into the 
minute details of the after-care of surgical cases. This 
need has been emphasized to me by a large expe-
rience, operating in private homes for physicians, 
whose lack of experience in caring for surgical cases, 
made detailed instructions necessary. 

It is hoped the hospital intern, whose college train-
ing in this special field was deficient, will find in these 
pages directions that will help him in times of emer-
gency. 

Next to aseptic methods in operations, proper nurs-
ing has contributed more than any one factor to the 
success of modern surgery. While this book is writ-
ten primarily for the physician, it describes much in 
detail that the nurse will have to do for the patient. 
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1Y PREFACE. 

It should be helpful to her in the care of surgical 
cases. 

Simple home or " make-shift," but practical, meth-
ods have been described as well as those requiring 
special apparatus. 

Homoeopathic therapeutics has been made a promi-
nent feature in the book. At the same time, no rep-
ertory has been used to find unusual remedies or 
symptoms. For the most part, the drugs, with the 
indications and potencies given, are such as I have 
used with success inrlny own practice. All the drugs 
" indicated " could not be listed, and doubtless some 
readers will be disappointed because they do not find 
their "favorite remedy" or ''indication." The thera-
peutics in such a book as this must necessarily be 
more suggestive than comprehensive. 

Professor R. S. Copeland has written the chapter 
on the care of eye, ear, nose and throat cases. Dr. 
Copeland's recognized ability will make this chapter 
valued by all who know him. 

Myrta M. Woodson, principal of the Training School 
for Nurses, University of Michigan Hospital, Homoeo-
pathic, has written the chapter on " Dietetics." The 
chapter is full of suggestions that will help the physi-
cian or nurse in selecting and preparing the right 
food for the patient. 

To these and others who have assisted and encour-
aged my work, I wish to express my gratitude. 

DEAN T. SMITH. 
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