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Foreword III   

Foreword 

he history of homeopathy has always received like 
a stepmother by treatment. The professional 

historian has avoided the field, if the brief and commonly 
distorted presentations found in general discussions in 
histories of medicine are not taken into account. Till now 
the homeopaths did not have a complete presentation of 
the subject after the meritorius work of Wilhelm Ameke, 
The Origin and Conflicts of Homeopathy Berlin, 1884, 
comprises more a valuable collection of material than a 
connected historic discussion, and moreover it is limited to 
a definite period. The book History of Homeopathy, by G. O. 
Kleinert, Leipzig, 1863, written by a layman, I may easily 
disregard, since it does not merit mention and can hardly 
be used as a source material. Of the independent 
publications, only a few need to be mentioned, as they deal 
with particular subjects: as for example, History of 
Homeopathy in Wurttemberg Stuttgart, 1889, and the recent 
pains-taking History of German Central Society of Homeopathic 
Physicians by Erich Haehl, Leipzig, 1929; but naturally a 
history of a society has a different purpose than a general 
history of homeopathy. 

Furthermore, may one find the historic works here and 
there in the homeopathic journals, but they are concerned 
with single topics or individuals and for this reason do not 
help in a survey over the entire field. 

The present contribution appears as the first part of a 
work which has for its task the treatment of the entire great 
field historically, and since it actually goes back to the 
sources, it becomes the first scientifically critical exposition 
and yet it should be understandable for the most part, even 
to laymen. In Germany there is an increasing tendency to 
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IV                                                                                                                                     Foreword 

value the scientific significance of a work so much higher, 
the more the work is permeated by learned ringing, phrases 
of foreign origin, while in truth this "scientific" covering is 
just as little a security against the factual and intellectual 
content as the heroic mask of the actor can conceal a real 
hero. 

I believe that I have discussed the questions coming 
under consideration almost exclusively in fairly pure 
German without, however, treating them superficially and 
"unscientifically." 

Three other parts of about the same size may appear in 
the course of the next year and will contain the history of 
homeopathy from Hahnemann and his pupils down to our 
own time. All four, parts may form a uniform work, but 
still are independent from each other. For technical reasons 
the name and reference index is given at the end of the final 
volume. A rather extensive table of contents given at the 
beginning of each part tends to supply this defect. 

Dr. Med. Rudolf Tischner 
Munich  

Ditlindenstr. 18. 
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Preface 

istory   has  been  rightly  put  as   "A   systematic 
account of the origin and progress of the world, a 

nation, an institution or a science & etc. It also means the 
knowledge of past events." 

"Longer we see in the past 
further we see in the future." 

It is easy to understand that the present is the outcome 
of the past and it is the foundation of the future. History of 
Medicine is no exception, rather it applies to the practice of 
medicine more that any other art or science of practice. 

It is known to all that the systematic work on History of 
Medicine is the sole occupation and curriculum of many 
Universities and Institutions but the reaction and response of 
the homoeopathic profession has been very negative and the 
printed systematic work on the subject is non-existent. 
Whatever work has been done has been by persons who can 
be counted on finger tips. 

The Homoeopathy profession will always remember with 
gratitude the names of Dr. L. Rapou (Histoire de la doctrine 
medicale homoeopathique), William Harvey King (History of 
Homoeopathy, 4 vols.) and Rudolf Tischner (Gesichte der 
Homoeopathie), Julian Winston, T.L. Bradford, Russel and few 
others. 

The old journals and souvenirs have gone out of 
circulation, out of common knowledge and out of common 
reach. 

Rudolf Tischner's Gesichte der Homoeopathie was published 
in 4 vols. between 1993 and 1937. Its English translation could 
not be completely done except of some portions by Linn J. 
Boyd. Boyd's translation which the base and form of this book. 
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We hope that this publication will fulfil a long felt 
desire and necessity of the homoeopathic profession. 

Mahendra Singh 
Bijoya Dashmi- 2005 

Kolkata 
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