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Substance 

My interest in Scorpion as a remedy began 
from encounters in Israel in which I witnessed 
the severe effects of the sting, fortunately not 
on myself. In 1982, I conducted the proving of 
Scorpion, which has since become a useful and 
reliable remedy. 

I later found two older provings of other 
scorpions: one by Dr. Azam of Algiers, which 
was presented at the International Congress in 
Berlin in 1939; the other by Dr. Vincent de 
Laurier, which appeared in the British Homeo-
pathic Journal of 1939. 

Scorpions are powerful animals and 
formidable warriors. They were probably the 
first animals to leave the sea and live on land. 
Even more remarkable is the fact that, like no 
other species, they have remained unchanged 
for nearly 400 million years, indicating a 
remarkable success in the process of life and 
evolution. They have extreme adaptability, and 
have been found living in extreme conditions 
and harsh environments. They can dig up to a 
yard in hard ground and lift up to 100 times 
their weight. Scorpions can survive for long 
periods without either food or water and, in 
some experiments, have lived as long as nine 
months without any sustenance. They have 
very efficient powers of water retention and are 
particularly well adapted to living in a dry 
climate. 

Scorpions have twelve eyes, but have 
extremely poor eyesight. They prefer the dark 
and won't come out during the day. The tough 

exoskeleton serves as a protective suit of armor, 
the sting as a fatal weapon. The scorpion can 
detect its prey's location with great accuracy by 
sensing vibrations through special sensors 
located in the legs. Scorpions have an extremely 
interesting mating dance, an involved courtship 
that can go on for a few hours. 

Scorpions are loners and sometimes will eat 
each other, though they are immune to their 
own poison. The female has been known to eat 
the male after copulation, and the mother may 
eat her young. It seems as though not even the 
most primitive form of animal association is 
known to them. They completely avoid each 
other or fight to the death. It has been said that 
if you find two scorpions under a rock they will 
either be mating or killing each other! They are 
aggressive animals and, if under threat, will 
usually attack, though they may change rapidly 
from attack to defense or "playing dead." 

One of the strangest things is that they glow 
under ultraviolet light, as if radiating. It is also 
said that they have immunity to radiation 
(therefore possibly useful for the ill effects of). 

The main dangers to them are food 
shortage, drought, floods, and the effects of 
human activity. Their predators have been 
recorded as some types of birds, snakes, lizards, 
and spiders. African baboons will rip off their 
tails and eat them, and certain natives of Africa 
enjoy eating scorpions alive! 

Scorpions have been used through the ages 
as medicine. 
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Scorpions burnt alive have been used in the 
cure of gall stones. The ash of scorpion is also 
used as a diuretic and for renal colic. 

In 1969, the British Homeopathic Journal 
quoted a case of a middle-aged lady with 
nephrosis. After failure of homeopathic 
treatment, she was cured by a Hakim practitio-
ner of Unani medicine who gave her the ash of 
a scorpion burnt alive. Most ancient medicines 
seem to prefer this form of preparation. 

Toxicology 
In 1978, a case of total blindness due to 
retinitis pigmentosa was cured in a young 
Israeli girl by a Rabbi who instructed her to put 
scorpion ash in her eyes. The cure took two 
weeks and was acknowledged by her doctors, 
though they were unable to explain it. 

The toxin is said to act mainly as a neuro-
toxin and to affect the autonomic nervous 
system and heart action. The pain resulting 
from the sting is extremely severe, its character 
sharp and burning, spreading quickly up the 
affected limb. There is no local swelling or 
redness, just a small accumulation of tiny sweat 
beads. Later constitutional symptoms may 
appear headache, pain in the chest, dyspnoea, 
nausea and vomiting, sweating, frequent 
sneezing, increased salivation and lachryma-
tion. Continuous fluid discharge from mouth 
and nose, which could become froth like. 
Sensation in throat as if blocked with phlegm. 
Pupils dilate, and there may be white froth 
from the mouth. Symptoms can mimic acute 
bronchial asthma. Children who were stung 
tried to climb up walls or the side of their cots 
and at times have died of exhaustion. 

Other symptoms recorded are difficult 
speech, restlessness, involuntary twitching, and 
eventually convulsions. There are also severe 
chills and shivering; blood pressure rises with 
irregular heart beats and tachycardia. Destruc- 

tion of red corpuscles has also been noted. 
Hands and feet turn blue; abdomen swells hard 
and painful. In severe cases, loss of conscious-
ness or death may result, the postmortem 
revealing a picture similar to pulmonary 
oedema. 

A case has been reported to me of an 
American lady who was stung by a Mexican 
scorpion. This resulted in total painless 
paralysis in which only the eyes could move, 
lasting for six weeks. There was acute mental 
awareness and alertness during the paralysis. 

Reactions occur in a time span of 45 
minutes to twelve hours. Androctonus Australis 
can kill a man within four hours and a dog in 
seven minutes. Its venom has a toxicity equal to 
that of a cobra. 

Different species of scorpions have different 
toxic effects. (There are 20 species in Israel 
alone.) The stronger poisons are known to be 
six times as lethal as that of the viper. Usually, 
the larger the pincers the less venomous the 
scorpion. Different species in different areas 
can vary in toxicity. For example, Buthus 
Occitanus gives a fatal sting in North Africa but 
is quite harmless in France. Some cause melting 
of tissue so that the limbs of stung rats literally 
fall off (possibly leprosy application). Breeding 
scorpions can be profitable for use as a serum
one gram of poison being worth up to $5,000. 

There are many ancient cures for scorpion 
stings, the oldest of which is isopathic placing 
the crushed scorpion on the site of the sting. In 
Africa the victim will fry the offending 
scorpion and eat him immediately. Herbal 
remedies are wormwood (absinthium), rue and 
sage. Orthodox medicine uses a serum prepared 
by injecting horses with venom. I have recently 
been informed by Mr. Matt Braunwalder, an 
expert on scorpions, who has been stung more 
than 15 times, that the best antidote is very hot 
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water applied locally. This is contrary to the 
conventional treatment of cold applications. I 
have witnessed both methods and have found 
the hot applications to be superior. The pains 
may respond well to Apis which proved an 
antidote in the provings too. Ledum sometimes 
helps, and occasionally other remedies were 
needed. 

There have been reported cases of allergies 
to scorpions developing in people working with 
them, to such an extent that the effect would 
be felt even if there was a scorpion in the 
neighboring room. The effect resembles a 
"flu" constant sneezing with profuse nasal 
secretions and lachrymation; nausea; a head-
ache as if there were hammers beating in the 
head; and eyes burning and hands trembling

 

all better fresh air. These "flu's" appeared in the 
provings. 

PHARMACY 
The type of scorpion used was Androctonus 
amoreuxii hebraeus kindly given to me by Mr. 
Pinchas Amitai from the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. This species of scorpion is known to 
be extremely dangerous, (androctonus meaning 
"people-killing") and the specific specimen was 
yellow, male, and full-grown. 

The scorpion was killed by injecting a 95 
percent alcohol into the rectum, and it was 
preserved in a similar solution. I decided to use 
the whole scorpion in the remedy, as opposed 
to the venom only. 

The remedy was prepared by Stella Berg as 
follows: 

Triturated for three hours with a porcelain 
pestle and mortar in 95 percent alcohol. Most 
of the scorpion was dissolved except for a small 
portion of the exoskeleton. This was then 
potentized manually using 30 succussions per 
potency, taking the remedy to the 80th C. 
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