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MOUTH AND TEETH 

Teeth are set in the bones of jaws. These 
bones grow at the time of teething and they 
are connected with minute fibres called 
'periodontal fibres'. The gums keep the jaws 
covered up to the neck of the teeth and 
protect the highly sensitive nervous part of 
teeth against any external injury, hot and 
cold things. The health of the gums is 
checked by their colour. If there is an 
infection, they become red and bleed when 
brushing, the teeth. Healthy gum has a pink 
colour. 

A tooth is divided, vertically into three 
parts: crown - a part which becomes visible 
to us on opening the mouth; neck - a part 
hidden in the gums; and root - a part with 
the support of which a tooth remains fixed 
in the jaw. 

Every tooth is made up of three layers— 
enamel, dentine and pulp from exterior to 
interior respectively. 

Enamel 

The crown of a tooth is coated with 
enamel. This is the hardest tissue of the 
body. This very part protects the tooth from 
breakage. It also guards soft dentine and 
pulp. 



Any damage to enamel, as in caries, is 
not self-repairable since there is no blood 
circulation in the enamel. 

Though there is no enamel on the root 
of a tooth, there is a layer of cementum on 
it. 

Dentine 

It is the central layer of light, pale tissue 
enamel and it occupies the major part of the 
tooth. Though dentine is made up of 
materials which form the enamel, yet it is 
not hard. It is the pulp which sends 
nourishment to the enamel through the 
dentine. It shows that dentine is somewhat 
capable of doing its own repair. 

Pulp 

Pulp is a collection of soft tissue in the 
middle of a tooth. At this place there are also 
nerve endings which make the tooth sensi 
tive to thermal stimuli. Blood and lymph 
vessels do their respective jobs of supplying 
nourishment and cleansing respectively. 

Pain in damaged or carious tooth 
occurs in pulp only. 

Development 

Milk-teeth start forming in the seventh 
week after the conception of ovum and they 
can be recognised in the twelfth week. 
Permanent teeth erupt after birth. Only the 
first molar erupts somewhat earlier. 

Teeth are generally made up of calcium 
and phosphate which are obtained from the 
mother's blood. In case of any disproportion 
in their quantities, formation of enamel and 
dentine becomes defective. 
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