
P.C. Majumdar,MD
Appendicitis 

Reading excerpt
Appendicitis

of P.C. Majumdar,MD
Publisher: B. Jain 

  

http://www.narayana-verlag.com/b1494

In the Narayana webshop you can find all english books on homeopathy, alternative medicine and
a healthy life.

Copying excerpts is not permitted.
Narayana Verlag GmbH, Blumenplatz 2, D-79400 Kandern, Germany
Tel. +49 7626 9749 700
Email info@narayana-verlag.com
http://www.narayana-verlag.com

 

http://www.narayana-verlag.com/Appendicitis-P-C-Majumdar-MD/b1494/partner/leseprobe
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/P-C-Majumdar-MD/a536/partner/leseprobe
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/Appendicitis-P-C-Majumdar-MD/b1494/partner/leseprobe
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/Appendicitis-P-C-Majumdar-MD/b1494/partner/leseprobe
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/Appendicitis-P-C-Majumdar-MD/b1494/partner/leseprobe
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/partner/leseprobe
mailto:info@narayana-verlag.com
http://www.narayana-verlag.com/partner/leseprobe


APPENDICITIS 

Appendicitis is derived from the Latin "appendere" means to hang 
on, and its means inflammation. 

Anatomy of VERMIFORM APPENDIX is a narrow worm shaped 
tube which comes out from the posterio-medial wall of the caecum. Its 
length and position extremely varies. This blind tubal projection is 
about 7 cm long and about 8 mm in diameter. It may occupy one of the 
several position: (a) It may lie behind the caecum (Retrocaecal 65%) or 
behind the lower part of the ascending colon (POST CAECAL), (b) It 
may hang down over the brim of the pelvis (PELVIC 25% to 32%), (c) 
It may lie below the caecum (SUB CAECAL 2%), (d) It may lie in 
front of the terminal part of the ileum and in contact of the anterior 
abdominal wall 1%, (e) It may lie behind the terminal part of the ileum 
(RETROILEAL 0.4%), (f) It may lie in the iliac fossa (2%) and being 
long enough in length like horse tail, points toward the spleen. The 
three taeniae of the caecum coverge onto the medial posterior part where 
the vermiform appendix is attached by a short triangular Mesentry 
(MESO APPENDIX) to the mesentry of the terminal ileum. 

In the free margin of the mesoappendix runs the Appendicular artery, 
an indirect branch of ileocolic. 

SURFACE ANATOMY: (1) Opening of the vermiform appendix 
lies 2 cm below the junction between the right lateral and transtuber-
cular plane. 

(2) Among the American Surgeons who added to the knowledge of 
appendicitis were CHARLES Mc BURNEY of Newyork (1845-1913) 
who devised the so-called gridiron incision. He discovered the 
McBURNEY'S point which marks the base of the appendix opposite 
the junction of the lower and middle third of the line joining the 
Anterior Superior iliacs spine and the umbilicus. Tenderness of the 
region is said by the surgeons as a sign for operative intervention. 

DEVELOPMENT OF APPENDIX (Embryology) 
Appendix develop from the caecal diverticulum. The lateral and 

medial wall of the caecal diverticulum, goes disproportionlly. The 
lateral wall of caecal diverticulum grows faster than the Medial wall. 
As such the lateral wall of caecal diverticulum forms the body of 
caecum. The medial wall grows slowly and thus the Appendix grown 
medially towards the Illio-caecal junction. Appendix is entodermal in 
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ages. But the acute appendicitis in infants, during pregnancy and in the 
ederly require some special attentions. 

This inflammation may be caused by the intrusion of some foreign 
bodies. Irritation of fecal matter forming hard, nodular masses of 
various sizes (fabeoliths), cherry stones, seeds of many kinds of fruits, 
spiculae of bone, oxyuria vermicularis, etheilial debris, bacteria, abuse 
of purgatives etc. which penetrate into the appendicular cavity by its 
patulous condition or deficient contractive power of its valve, set up 
inflammatory : actiom in it. It is now contended that foreign bodies such 
as seeds of fruits etc. play very little part in the production of appen-
dicits. There is, however, no doifbt that hard fecal masses have much to 
do as causative factors. It is abundantly clear that the ingestion of 
purgatives, particularly castor oil by patients with stomach ache and the 
violent peristaltic action which results, favours and often determines 
perforation of an inflamed appendix. As such the dictum is "Purgation 
means perforation" is a wide proverb. 

Two hundred cases of appendicitis were examined for the presence of 
seeds. In one case only a few strawberry seeds were found, while none 
others contained more than a fecal concretion in the form of foreign 
body or any other as inflammatory causes. 

Dr. Josidh Oldfield of Lady Margaret Hospital Bromley, thinks that 
taking too much medicines, especially purgatives and meat eating 
often produce appendicitis. The abuse of purgatives in any form of 
intestinal troubles is one of the cause of present day prevalence of 
apendicitis. 

Intestinal worms are considered as the cause of appendicitis. Fre
quency of worms is found among Chinese and Europeans living in 
China, but appendicitis are not abundant among them. 

Riding on a bicycle is considered by many as an exciting cause of 
appendicitis. We have seen a few cases where after a cure, relapses too 
place from cycling. 

Active exercise after a heavy meal and rapid eating tend to produce 
this disease. Observation on a considerable number of office people in 
this country, shows conclusively that people hurrying to office without 
any rest after meals are very prone to fall victims to an attack of 
appendicitis, having a history of colitis. 

Dr. Osier says: "The exciting causes of appendicitis are not always 
evident. An infection is in all probability the essential factor. The 
lumen of the appendix forms a sort of test-tube in which the faece' 
lodge and are with difficulty discharged, so that the mucoi.a is liable 'u 
injury from retention of the secretion or from the presence of inspissated 
faeces or occasionally foreign bodies. In some instances appendicitis is .. 
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