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For Louise



A scorpion wanted to cross a river so he asked a frog if he would carry 
him.  

“No,” replied the frog, “for if I let you on my back you might sting me, and 
the sting of a scorpion means certain death.” 

 “Now where,” asked the scorpion, “is the logic in that? For if I were to sting 
you, I would drown.” 

Convinced, the frog allowed the scorpion on his back. But then, in the 
middle of the river, the frog suddenly felt a terrible pain and realised that the 
scorpion had stung him.

 “Why did you sting me?” asked the frog. “For now we will both surely die?” 
 “I know,” replied the scorpion, “but frog, I am a scorpion. It’s my nature.”  
                       
          Proverb
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