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1 
Homoeopathic Philosophy 

at a Glance 

HOMOEOPATHY AND HAHNEMANN 

The word Homoeopathy is a Greek derivation, in which 
"Homoios" means Similar and "Pathos" means Sufferings or 
Disease. This system of medicine was discovered by a German 
Doctor named Samuel Christian Frederick Hahnemann in 1790. 
It is based on a natural law of cure known as Similia Simili-
bus Curentur, which means "Let Likes be Treated by Likes." 

Dr. Samuel Hahnemann was born in Meissen on 10th 
April, 1755. At the age of 24 he did his Doctorate in Medicine 
from the Erlangen University. He had been a gifted person
ality throughout the period of his adventurous life. Apart 
from being a Doctor of Medicine, he had a vast knowledge of 
other subjects like Minerology, Chemistry, Botany, Pharmaco
logy and Pharmacy. Besides German, being his own language, 
he also knew Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French and other Arbian 
languages. 

Master Hahnemann was a very kind hearted man of his age. 
He had great faith in his religion and in the mercy of the God. 
He was the worshipper of truth and was not used to accept the 
saying of others until he himself could verify the truth in it, 
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He was a keen observer and that is the reason that he could 
succeed in the discovery of the homoeopathic system of 
medicine. 

During the days of Hahnemann the practice of medicine 
was a pretty crude affair, consisting mainly of bleeding, purg
ing and blistering which had a basis of the speculative princi
ples of orthodox medicine founded by Hippocrates. Having 
obtained his degree in medicine, Hahnemann remained in busy 
practice in various states of Germany for about ten years. 
During this period he had adequate experience of the miserable 
condition of the practice of medicine. He was very much 
depressed and felt that he was doing his patients and his family 
more harm than good by treating them according to the 
accepted medical practice of his days. Consequently, he bade 
good-bye to his practice and decided to earn his livelihood by 
translating medical books from one language to another. In a 
short time he began to earn both name and fame and his 
income also started increasing day by day. 

It was in the year 1790, when he was translating Cullen's 
Materia Medica, he came across Cullen's definition about 
Cinchona (Peruvian Bark) that it has the properties of curing 
Ague'(malarial fever). How the master-mind Hahnemann 
could readily accept this definition ! He wanted to know 
exactly as to how Cinchona is only curative for malaria. So, 
he made a decoction of the Cinchona and started taking its 
large doses at regular intorvals. To his gret astonishment that 
one day the complete symptoms of malarial fever appeared in 
him in the order—first Chill, then Heat and finally Sweat! 
What a fine picture of malaria which he used to treat during 
his practice ! But was he still satisfied ? No, not the least. 
This experiment completely changed the mind of Dr. Hahne
mann. He started testing the effect of Cinchona in the same 
manner on his family members and friends, and found the 
exact similarity in the symptoms presented by all of them. He 
was now satisfied with this and concluded that a drug whieh is 
capable of producing the disease-like symptoms in a healthy 



Quick-Pick Repertory 

Abdom en—Bubbling in : Lye, Puis. 
Burning in : Am., Bell., Cale, Canth., Lach., Lye, Nux, 

Phos ., Sep., Sil., Verat. 

Cohies in : Aeth., Caust., Kali-b., Lach., Phos., Puis., 
Sep ., Sluph., Tub. 

Distended: Aeon., Aeth., Aloe, Alum., Apis, Ant-t., 
Arg-n., Am., Ars., Bapt., Bar-c, Cale, Carb-v., Caust., 
Cham., Chel., Chin , Cina, Coce, Colo., Graph., Hep., 
K*li-b., Kali-p., Lye, Mag-c, Mere, Merc-c, Nat-m., 
ftat-p., Nux, Puis., Rhus, Sep., Sil., Staph., Sulph., Thuj., 
Verat. 

Empty feeling in : Arg-n., Calc-p., Carb-v., Coce, Colo., 
Merc, Nat-m., Nat-p., Phos., Pado., Psor., Puis., Sep., 
Verat. 

Enlargement of : Bar-c, Cale, Colo., Caust., Graph., 
Lye, Nux, Sep., Staph., Sulph. 

Flatulence in : Aloe, Apis, Arg-n., Ars., Aur., Bell., Cale, 
Calc-p., Carb-v., Chum., Chel., Chin., Coce,1 Cole, 
Gels., Graph., Hydr., Ign., Lach., Lye, Mag-p., Mere., 
Nat-m., Nat-s., Nux, Phos., Podo., Puis., Rhus, Sep., 
Sil., Staph., Verat. 
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